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I SHALL confine myſelf to a few extracts, the whole treatiſe 
being too long to inſert entire in your * Politics,” though it might 
be very proper, perhaps, to republiſh it ſeparately, ata ſmall price, 
fince the right of having and uſing arms for ſelf-defence is likely, 
in conſequence of recent events, to be much diſcuſſed by thoſe 
whom it moſt concerns. | - 


In the firſt place,” ſays the General, © I lay it down as a fun- 
damental poſition in a free country, the fine qua non, that the people. 
ſhould be armed: without this precaution all the laws that everwwere 
written are of no conſequence ; Locke and Miltorr have wrote, and 
Sydney and Hampden have bled, in vain; the Bill of Rights and - 


Magna Charta are mere. waſte. paper, empty claims, to be trampled | 


upon or thrown into the fire by the firſt invader or tyrant who is 
firong enough to make his will the law. t 
To prove the neceſſity and expediency of arming the people, 

it will not be amiſs to caſt an eye upon the other powers of * 
c * | £ 
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We ſhall ſee France | it was then a monarchy] and Spain, Germany 
and Ruſſia, Denmark and Sweden, groaning under the yoke of a 
military government. Why? Becauſe the people are unarmed, 

and there is no proper counterpoiſe to the enormous power f their 
ſtanding armies. Why are the Americans, why arc the Iriſh, 

why are the Swiſs, why are the Dutch, free people: 1 hiftory 
and your own experience tell vou—Becauſe they were armed. The 
people of this country, in former days, were all armed. In Queen 
Elizabeth's time twelve thouſand men marched out of the town and 
aariſh of Halifax, to aſſiſt the Crown againſt the Earl of Weſt- 
moreland. I need not recite the perils to which this country has 
been ſince expoſed, by a diſuſe of this ſalutary right, —Before I 
proceed any farther, I think it proper to ſay that Lam authoriſed 
by the law of nature and by the law of the land in all ] aſſert 
touching the right of the people to carry arms; and my aſſertion 
may ſutfice till ſome lawyer ſhall take upon him t to refute me, which 
J defy all Weſtminſter-hall to do. 

&«& In ſhort, what I propoſe is a laſting barrier againſt foreign 
force and internal oppreſſion ; for, as an able writer has lately ob- 
ſerved, the ſecurity, and conſequently the happineſs of a free people, 
does not conſiſt in their belief, however firm, that the executive 

wer will not attempt to invade their juſt rights, but in their con- 
ſciouſneſs that any ſuch attempt would be wholly ineffeQual. 

It may be aſked, whether the chief part of my plan is not in- 
tended to rcfiit,'or at leaſt to aue the government. I cann-t anſwer 
this queſtion better than by aſking another— Does government mean 
to oppreſs the people? If it does not, it has nothing to fear; if it 


does, it may and ought to be reſiſted. There may ariſe caſes in 


which refiſtance is not rebellion, but a juſt, virtuous, and honorabte 
ſelf-defence ; and though we had nothing to fear at preſent, no one. 
knows what we may have in future: we have heard of loans, be- 
nevolences, and ſhip money, in former reigns ; and perhaps in 
ſome future one ſome lefs barefaced, more plautible, but quite as 
effectual a mode may be ſtruck out, of tak ng the people's money 
out of their pockets without their conſent 3 and whenever that time 
arrives, and thoſe who are bound in duty tq protect ſhall atteriipt 
to enſla ve the people, all allegiance will ceaſe, and we ſhall have 
no other party to take, but to clap one hand upon our pockets and 
the other upon our ſwords. A ſhort fable will illuſtrate my mean- 


 Ing.—* A boar was whetting his tuſks againſt a tree : What are 


you at, ſays the fox; preparing your arms When there is no enemy 
near? When the enemy is at hand, ſays the boar, I ſhall have 
ſomething elſe to do.” 

„But I haſten to the mode of arming the 2 becauſe I think 


the meaſure itfelf becomes every moment more neceflary, whilſt 


the 
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the winter gives os time to breathe, confines the enemy to their 
poſts, and delays that retaliation which we may reafonably expect 
from their united efforts. Driven thus to the wall, we muft defend 
ourſelves againſt thoſe whom our miniſters, have brought upon us; 
we mult be upon the defenſive, (though we have enemies whora we 


might perhaps with juſtice attack) but whether we attack or defend 


we muſt be armed: the queſtion is, how? I anſwer, with a knife, 
as you are armed already; no alteration is requiſite but in the 
handle: a common carving knife, with a bayonet handle is all that I 
eſteem requiſite in the hands of an Engliſhman, to defend his life, 
his liberty, and his property, provided chat he can find a broom- 
ſtick, or any ſtick at all of a proper length, fix it upon. This 
little weapon is not only as good as the bayonet, it is as much better 
as the pole upon, which you fix it is longer than the muſket upon 
which the ſoldicrs fix their bayonets ; for it muſt be underitood that 
the muſket, as a fire- arm, is better not uſed at all by thoſe who 


have the courage to uſe the bayonet : and upon this ſubject I muſt 


beg my countrymen to give mea little credit ; they credit the prieſt, 
the phyſician, and the lawyer, in many things of which, for want 
of reading and experience, they have not very clear ideas; let me 
hope, then, that in one inſtance at leaſt they will truſt a ſoldier, and 


not ſuppole, becauſe we ſwear a little now and then, that we will 


not ſcruple to lye : I advance it, then, as a truth, of which I am, 


thoroughly perſuaded myſelt, that ſuppoſe two armies drawn up 


polite each other, equal in number, courage, and diſcipliac, each 
armed with muſkets and bayonets, u heren the muſke; s on one ſide 
ſhould be loaded with powder and ball, and thoſe on the other nat 
loaded at all, I ſay I have not the leaſt doubt but that the army, 
making uſe of their bayonets only would prove victorious. . This 
opinion of mine is founded upon that of the gr ateſt Generals who 
have lived fince fire-arms were invented, particularly the Prince of 
Conde, Charles the Twelfth, and Marthal Saxe; and I dare fay 
it will be ſupported by the Genera!s uf our own time who have had 
any experience in war, or poſſeſs the knowledge of the human 
heart. If this pofition is granted me, it tullows, that the muſket 


may be diſpenſed with; that we may throw away a load of uſeleſs 


wood and iron, and a magazine of powder aud ball; and of courſe 
advance (I wont fay retreat, becauſe that muſt not be thought of) 
much faſter than an enemy can-retire before us, encumbered as they 


will be with their arms and ammunition. We may as well have, 


done with our cannon too, when we are about it; they are like the 
trunk-maker, more noiſe than werk, and an army without them 
would walk round an army who had them to drag But no more 
of this at preſeat; I proceed to my plan, and propoſe that every 
man, from the peer to the peaſant, ſhould be provided 4 
nife 
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nie and the pole to fix it upon. I propoſe then a general and 
armed aſſociation, for the purpoſe of repelling a foreign invader or 
reſiſting a domeſtic tyrant, Let the king himſelf, if he approves 
the plan, be the firſt to give it countenance; let him put arms 
into the hands of his ſubjects under this expreſs ſtipulation, that 
they ſhall uſe them againſt himſelf, if he ſhould ever dare to be op- 
preſſive or unjuſt. Next let the peerage ſign, &c. | 

« After having put weapons into the hands of my countrymen, 
1 ſhall be aſked, how are they to make uſe of them? To this my 
anſwer ſaall be as plain as the weapon itſelf, as plain as a pike-faff. 
Suppoſe a mad dog were running open-mouthed towards a man 
armed with my weapon, need I ſay that he is to turn the point 
againſt the animal, and thruſt it down his throat? Every man, of 
whatever country he may be, who attempts to deprive another of 
his life, or rob him of his property, ſhould be confidered as a mad 
dog, and treated in the ſame manner. It would lead me into too 
wide a field to treat of the different methods of forming troops be- 
fore they engage: I preſume, whenever a people take up arms, 
they will chooſe men to conduct them who have ſome experience in 
the art of war, and whoſe courage and integrity may be depended 
upon: as to the reſt, let them take care to go forth armed with a 
$604 25 as well as a good weapon; and in ſupport of ſuch a 
caule, if they are reſolved to fight, let them attack their enemies, 
and they will have already gained at leaſt halt the battle.” 

By way of frontiſpiece, General Hale exhibits the figure of his 
propoſed knife ; from which it appears, that the Blade was to be 
eleven inches and three quarters in length, and one inch and a 
quarter broad at the bottom; that the handle was to be four inches 
and a half in length, and one inch in diameter; and that the haft 
was to be eight feet. He produced ſome of the inſtruments at a 
general county meeting at Vork; but, the fear of an invaſion blow- 
| ing over, and the peaſantry being more inclined to handle the 
plough or ſpade than to look at a warlike implement, the ſcheme 
took no effect. How far it may deſerve to be recommended at 
| preſent, when the bare imagination of ſuch an inſtrument, for the 
defence of a man's perſon or property, is deemed an overt act of 
high treaſon, I ſhall not pretend to determine. : 


* 


| © To this I have only to add, that the General is till living, 
though it is highly probable that, like other great men, his political 
opinions may not, in 1794, be preciſely the fame they were in 
1781. | 
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